ERAS News Augu200



ERAS News Augu2009

Contents

LocalNews ééeéeéééeeéééeéee. 3
Southburn ArchaeologicalMuseumé é .é 4

,,,,,,

Obituaryé ¢ . &€ é¢é .é.. &€¢é é éé .4
Replica Ferriby Boat Tri al

7 sz

Excavation Opportunityé .é é .é .é é .

[N
()]

,,,,,,

ForthcomingEvent s éééééééeéé. 7

,,,,,,,,,,,

From the Forum éééééeéééééé

,,,,,

,,,,,,,,,,

Comments or contributions are always welcome. Please
send tathe editor, Kate Dennett, 455 Chanterlands Ave.
Hull. HU5 4AY

Or email katedennett@katedennett.karoo.co.uk

S

8

é éé

M-

M-

D


mailto:katedennett@katedennett.karoo.co.uk

ERAS News Augu200
the many installations, large and small which already in
ERAS LOCAL N EWS o place along the new Town Trail.

Local History Book Fair 600" Anniversary of North Bar, Beverley

On Saturday, 17" October 10am i 4pm, in Beverley  The events o offer for the above celebratiotsst month

Minster, ERAS will be havingits usualstall atthe local were extensive andvell planned, and the weather was

history bookfair, where many bargains are always to be good The amed, costumed, combatarfighting it out in

had. f you would like to help for part of the dagr if you North Bar Within against a backdrop of the tall wooden

have books to donatplease contact any of the committee gate blocking out all sight of traffic werexcellent but
perhaps wider advertisng was lacking, as a hkgger

Neolithic and Bronze Age Yorkshire audiencewould have made for a better atmosphere.

A day school, organized by Yorksh Archaeological

Society and the drth York Moors National Park Authority  Book donations

is being held on Sunday % Dctober at Helmsleyto mark  The thanks which | expressed Terry Manbyin the last

the contribution made by Terry Manby to the study of thenewsletter, for donating a copy d?atterns of Quern

prehistoric period in YorkshireSpeakers include Ollie Production, Acgisition and Depositionto the ERAS

Cooper, @ris FentorThomas, Duncan Hale, Gill Heyim library collection should, more correctly, have been
|l nnes, Brendan O6Connor , dirkced ®the RastRidang Atcharaiogical RdsdarshoTinust,
Sheridan and Blaise Vynesee pag# for details (ERART) for which Terry is one of the truste@he trust

is a continuation of the East Riding Archaeol@gdic
New Venue forthe Field Studies Group Research Committee set up laychaeologist T. C.M

Now that initial work at Southburn Archaeological Brewsterto promote and suppoarchaeologicatesearch in
Museum is drawindo a close (see page 4jetcommittee  the East RidingThe other trustees are Rod Mackey, Peter
hasarrangedo holdfuture field studies meetings tite St. Halkon andJohn Dent

Nicholas Community Centre in Holmechurch Lane,

Beverley, which might be a more central location for the Thanks also to Chris Fentdrhomas of OnSite
membershipWhilst Field Studies organiz€eraham Myrs Archaeology for he donation of a volume ok Placeby

is making good progress with the site drawings from thethe Sea the monographof OnSi t e 6 s excav
Arram excavation, here is stillplenty of postexcavation  Sewerby Cottage Farm, Bridlingtomhe work coverghe
work to be done on marking uand sorting the Arram period 3500BC- AD300 and includes details of the
pottery Other suggested activities have included a guidedNeolithic buildingsand artefactfound (see flyer).

tour of the archaeology drhistory of Beverley Westwat)

(preceded by an illustrated talk) by Rod Mackeeetings Beverley Minster

at the new venuwill be at 7.30pm everyirst Weds of the An exhibition of artworks entitled Carved in Beverley
month, starting from Oct7th. The community centre is Minster finishes on September s 0 donoét del
oppositethe Grovehill pub otHolmechurch Laneand here  want to see itWorks by members of the East Riding
is onstreet parking nearby. Unless you live in Beverley, Artists group are basean carvingsfrom the Minster and

the easiest approath Holmechurch Lanés probablyjust there is a related display theTreasure House

off the big 4 wayroundabout at the bottom of the beck

flyover, on the Hull Road Martin Turns YellowBelly !
Martin Foreman has a new job working on the Sdaghk
Excavation Opportunity for Volunteers He is to be Finds Liaison Officer for Northern Lincolnshire

Make haste ifyou want to be one of a small humber of for the Portable Antiquities Scheme and will be based at
volunteers on a five day excavation in early Septemberthe North Lincolnshire Museum.

ERAS is to provide £2000 for the exploratory excavation

and recording of a possible Iron Age enclosure on MarketNew Hull Archive

Weighton Wold. Details are on page 5. The new archive orMasonSt. (behind New Theatre) will
house the Counci | 6,$amily bistoayl h
Beverley Town Trail research facilitiesand local history materialfrom Hull.

If you have only been window shopping or gallery gazing University. It is hoped he building will be open by

in Beverley recently, then its worth having a closer look atDecember Local studies facilities at the University and
the pavements and buildings. The first artwdrka series  Hull Central Library have been disruptédr some time
commemorating the townds maeodi o al egdisl dnsopaendt beatt swih
been intlled and an explanatory leaflet is available. Editor

Thimbles, gloves, footprints and a breladf are amongst
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NEWS FROM THE aircraft engineer, hevas responsible for the maintenance of
SOUTHBURN ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM a flight of 24 aeroplanes at the nearby Elementary Pilot
Flying School (RAF) based at the Brough factory of the
From October, 2009 tHERAS Field Studies meetings will Blackburn Aircraft Company. By night, he trained in the
be moving from Southburn Archaeologicduseum Obl ack artso6 of sabmthegest a:
(SAM) to a new venueThe SAM group would like to say ~secret civilian army, being formed to resist any impending
a big THANK YOU for all the work that ERAS Field Nazi invasion. His intimate knowledge of the countryside
Studies members have done to help us with cleaningand thehandling of firearmgpoachimg) made him an ideal
identifying and cataguing our collection and to wish Field candidate for this covert organization.
Studies every success in their new venue.
After the war, Charlie waalways keen to attend reunions
It is hoped that in the future SAM may get permission toOf the Auxiliary Units, both at Colchester and later at the
organise fieldwork or excavation on the Southburn farm toParham Museum of the British Resistance Organisation
i mprove our understandi ng unglffaling heakthhpseyentads im trghjeg sushr 19ng a r
povi de members with amds p pdfiercesnStimulatediby having keen a member of beth th
practical experiencelf this is approved, we will let you East Riding Local History Society and ERAS, he actively

know through the ERAS News and will welcome you to participated in the research and recording of the East
take part. Riding Auxiliary Unit Organisation.

Meanwhile, there has been an increasing number of visitsle was always the first to descend inamy newly
to SAM and a great dealf interest and enthusiasm from discovered, secret underground bunkerd his wartime
people both in the local community, elsewhere in€xperiences featured in many national and regional
Yorkshire and beyondSAM is keen to hear from people Publications, as well as television and radio documentaries,
who are interesteih acting as volunteer guideé.ou do§&d mi nating in Channel Four
need qualifications, just to share our enthusiasm for the
Southburn story and collection and a willingness to Charlie diedearlierthis year and leaves a daughter, Jo and
communicate it to our visitors. We will ensure that you aretwo granddaughters, Catheriaad Victoria. A good friend
trained and work with an experienced volunteer guide.to so many people, he and his wry sense of humour will be
Please get in touch. greatly missed.

Alan Williamson
For any ERAS members and their family and friends who
have not yet vited SAM, all you need to do is call 01377
271180 and you can make an appointment to vigt th YOUR NEW ERAS COMMITTEE
museum at a time to suit yoGhildren are welcome; our |t seems like a long time sintee AGM in April but the
6hands ond experiences havmemliestpn card shpws wieodwad glected oritothe a
young peopl e Withgeoopdanddamiyasitst s éommittee this year. We try to maintain a good mix of
increasing and planning focisool visits well under way, professional and neprofessional archaeologists running

SAM is now giving people an enjoylgband educational ERAS and | am not giving a
experience Whether you want to be a visitor or a helper, myself sacked from being newsletter editor) hlithough
there is a warm welcome awaiting you at Southburn. we always seek to include youngezople, this is difficult

Bill Coultard  as student members often move away from the area after
finishing their courses. As well as archaeologists and
museum/finds specialists on the committee, we have a
CHARL ES ARTHUR MASON (19141 2009) retired primary teacher, a water engineer, an IT consultant,
The following obituary for Charlie Masona founder @ dairy farmer, a geographer, and a former health and
member of ERAS, was written byaAl Williamsonof  safety officer.
Beverley, who for several years habeen involved in

researching wartimeactivities and who knew Charles SAD LOSS TO POTTERY STUDIES
Mason wel] having met hm on the first ERAS excavation 2009has seerthe lossof two major figures in the pottery
at Walkington Wold in the 1960s studies fraternity, both in the region and nationdlgman

specialistvivien Swandied, age 65jn Jaruary2009after a
Charlie, as he was better known, served as a member of tHeng illness and Alan Vingespecialist in AngleSaxon,
South Cave Patrol in the East Riding Auxiliary Units from Medieval and early modern pottergied age 56, in
January 1941 to December 1944. By day, as a civilianFebruary. Editor
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REPLICA BRONZE AGE BOAT TRIALS developing into a moreletailed evalat i on of t h

Thepress releae below wasreceived from John Davis. It handl ing and Il oad carrying
should be borne in mind that the originasselwas twice _ _

the size of the replica in all dimensionsength breadth ~ Dépending on the progress of the sea taaid the weather
and depth hencea shipof considerable sizeThe Roberts ~ the boat may visiother Yorkshire lifeboat stations or ports,
article, quoted, makes very interesfi reading, although Put should be back in the Humber for theart of the
John Davis points out that the Ferriby Heritage Trust doesRoundtheWorld Clipper race on September 13.

not necessarily concor (Edwi FUtheginformaigpg: Jopry Dadsgrgl: 01482867 €66

The Bronze Age boat which became an international ™V Roberts O. T. P.,2006 Interpretations of Prehistoric Boat
celebrity after starring in th@@ BC 6 s  -acclaineetl v Remains The InternationalJournd of Nautical Archaeology

Coastprogrammes launegdR N L | Fileybon L i35f'1é7%'708a t Day
Saturday 1% Augustat the start of a secondment to the

port, so the renownedkills of East Coast seafarers can be EXCAVATION OPPORTUNITY FOR

used in sea trials evaluating the performancprehistoric ~ VOL UNTEERS NEAR MKT WEIGHTON
vessels. 10-14 Sept 2009

Aerial photography by Peter Halkon in 2003 revealed
The Ferriby Heltﬂge TrUSt, the Charity which owns the half a |arge enclosurength of Market We|ght0n Wold. On
scale reconstruction die 4,000 year old bo&und on the  {ynol0gical grounds and its relationship to other crop
Humber foreshore at North Ferriby, is takigp a |\ features, it may be of Iron Age date. A
suggestion in one of several recent scientific papers on thSeophySical su’rvey was undertaken between 2006 and

Ferri by f i apprasal ofhtheboatmanship and ; : . e .
seawortiness of the inshore, opdmat fishing fleets 2008 with the aim of locating the feature visible in the

around the British Isles in the days before the internai@€fial photograhs and was supported by a
combustion engine wouldet a benchmark against which topographical and surface material survey, to provide
prehistoric boats might be cgmplangeatary evidence relating to the possible date
of the feature and its position within the landscape.
Barry Robson, Coxwain of the Filey f eboat , sThe aim df thib small excavatipfunded by ERASIs
RNLI welcomes the suppodf what might be described as to section theenclosure ditch and adjacent linear
the worldodos oldest <cobl e. eafifdrk €in &arf at®mp® %o grbundt pravédi thd ©
building and handling planked vessels along this Easbeophysics and crop mark data and to provide further

Coast. Experienced seagostiing and able to help have : : ;
the skills ad knowl edge t hi Berribye Sdeaténp %vhdencne(earéddplggsgs to the purpose of the site

Heritage Trust chairman Wend Do s saj.d: NnGaining
hardearned international recognition of the immense ﬁl'me' §.00am.- g.(g)Opm Lunch.dl.OC}l.ngpm
importance of the Ferriby boats apebcuring the replica  You Will need:

has been a real community effort for a village diyafi is e suitabde waterproof clothing,
mostappropriate that the next stage toward the building of e boots with protective toecaps if using heavy
a full scale replica should confeom our neighbouring digging tools

coastal communities. The opportunity to help the RNLIisa ¢ packedunchand drinks

rewarding bonus.o e Up to date tetanus immunisation
The private venture reconstruction fundedtbg lateTed NBd TLHS fls a eraII scale aszeshsment (g the I\eatllérebs
Wright, who discovered theessels, and the leading naval @nd the farmer has requested that numbers should be

architects Edwin Gifford and John Coates, wiescribed ~ Kept to aminimum as the field will have been sown
as fAarchaeology by exper i mdingoghemaxmumenymbgr,af digaers per gayo n z
Age man 6 s buildhechnicatlyyadvanced seagoing Will be 10. There may be opportunities for finds
vesselsi Wi t h  p rclo ds e plammed £muttillion processing, depending on what we find.

reconstruction of Stonehengseeking to use fulcale  If you want to participate please e mail Peter Halkon,
replicas of the boats used to transport the bluestones fronvho will tell you which diys are still available and

Wal es, the experiment need gielyduthe hBg reféréhee. © sai d John D
the Trustee who, withthe support of local shipping a.p.halkon@hull.ac.uk

businesses, helped bring the replica to the Huntbdr.h e Tel: (Home) 01482 847926 (Work)
assessments made after initial trials the Solent need Mobile 07868 050133
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ERAS@IG FLINT DAY OAT SOUTHBURN

The Big Flint event rear r anged aft ed brgang tuitiore in oud leeenrfessye lusged up most diis
attempt when thelemonstratad van broke dowron the  materials butthat seemed to be OK.

way from Kings Lynn) proved to be a great successd

was held at Southburn i n SAMO6s e du ¢ atMost renthasiasticperhapsy wasr tlkeea youngest visitor,
which was just the right size for the number of peopleThomas who was heard most ptly asking for more.
attending. Flint specialisiohnLord and his wife \él, a Something of a competitive atmosphere developed and
fibre and textile expemvere both keen to help everyone get Fiona was a natural at the technique, producing a very good
the best out of the day and worked tirelesdhardly barbed and tanged arrowhead, whiRichard Coates
stopping forthe cream scones and cakpeovided by  produceda quite presentable leghaped arrowhea@ther
various committee members. peoplealsolaboured long, to produced arrowheads, but it
Y was surprising how easy it was with the right tool and a
little guidance on the angle of striking, to knogdry fine,
basicand useable blades off a cofenazingly, they just
seemed to fall off the core intthe gloved handif the
striking angle was correct. Indeed gloves or a leather pad
were necessary, for the newly struck flakes were extremely
sharp, as John demonstrated by cutting thick hide easily
with one of them.

Val Lord (pictured leftydemonstratethow to make strings
from natural fibres and had brought along a large bunch of
nettles, gathered from their land, that morning. After
stripping the leaves, splitting open the stem and separating
out the fibres in one or two deft movements, she
demonstrate how to form a twist by rolling a doubled
length of stem on the thigjradually addingnore fibres to
make useable Igths of string, or rope. This proved to be a
most addictive process for many people, even if it did
result in sore fingers by the endtbé day.

Twisting nettle fibredy rolling them on the thigh Photo: R. Mackey

I nstead of doi ng set
demonstratednaking a hand axandmaking a barbed and \
tanged arrowheadnd then showed us separateisgrious
techniquessuch as striking blades off a caed pressure [
flaking. His expertise in handling the materials was very
impressiveand if you check out his website you will see
how he learrt Having brought lots of large flint nodules
and small tools of bone and antler for us to work with, h
thensimply letpeople gather roundnd have a goThick

leather pads or gloves were provided and with plenty 0Johnord demonstrating flint tool making. hbto: A.Gowland

6



ERAS News Augu20

Miscellaneous Archaeological Events
For your Diary

For ERAS meetings see back page.

371 5 Sept. Conference to celebrate 30 years of
Association For Environmental Archaeology.
University York. arhr@york.ac.uk

11 Sept. Analysing the Bronze Ag&orkshop after
main UK Archaeological Sciences Conference on
8-10 Sept. in Nottingham. Contact Dr Jane Evans.
www.bgs.ac.uk/ukas

\ h'% :
Photo: A. Gowland  Thurs 10 SeptSt art of Peter Hal kon
Market Weighton WoldE. Yoiks
Val really knew her stuff and was able to show examples of o
different results according to whether thisished string ~ 25- 27 Sept. Romans and the Romanesque in Lincoln and

was allowed to dry whilst hung under tensiomsloosely Lincolnshire. Society of Church Archaeology
coiled or was ravetted and dried. She showpitturesof Conference, looking for evidence of Roman
fibres coloured witcommon nativeplant dyesand talked Christianity also #-13" century evidence.
about different plants wbh could have been used to make Churcharchaeology@googlemail.com

textiles, cords and strings. Stilemonstrated making a very _ o
fine cord which was then used to birmhe ofthe newly 3 Oct. Medieval Life irthe Eden Valley. Appleby

made flintarrowhead into ashaft. Archaeology Group. Day conference at Appleby
Grammar School.
Charging £10 per adultincluding refreshmentsERAS phyl@rouston.plus.com

probably lost a litle money on this event, especially as o _
several pe0p|e came 0n|y to Watch, without paying’ butsun 11 Oct. Neolithic and Bronze Age Yorkshire. A day

ended up having a go! However, we feel it was most meeting at Helmsley Arts Centre, Helmsley, N.

definitely worthwhile and thanks go to Fiona for organizing Yorks. (Includes talks on the use of jetliRgdales

it andto Margaret and Bill Coultard at SAM for kting it after the fire, Ferry Fryston and neighbouring

(we hope we didnodot | eave t oo rBaakesburals Cayton BarroweSewerbyuGottaged
farm Neolithic house €& a

If you would like more details of the background of John Booking forms froni

and Val Lord,who spent many year$poking after and NYMNPA Tel. 01439 770657

developing the Norfolk flint minessite known asGrimes g.lee@nortigorkmoorsnpa.gov.uk

Gravestheir excelent website isvww.flintknapping.co.uk
If you have suggestions for any other events of this nature ) o
please let us know. Fri 16 Oct. CBA Weekend based in Shrewsbury, with site

K. Dennett visits, including Ironbridge, alsodatricede Cardi
lecture onhistory of UK industrial archaeology.
www.britarch.ac.uk/cba/weekend

Sat 17 Oct. Local History Bookfair. Bevey Minster
10ami 4pm

The twelve week Autumn series of University of
Bradfordés 20009 Research S
Tuesday in Septembekleetings are at 7.15pm in A0 08
Phoenix Southwest Building. Convenor: Dr. Janet
Montgomery ( J.Montgomery@ldtord.ac.uk)


http://www.flintknapping.co.uk/
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/ukas
mailto:g.lee@northyorkmoors-npa.gov.uk
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FROM THE EAST RIDING FORUM

The East Riding Forupcthaired by Dave Evanss held in
Beverley 23 times a year to give those involved in

archaeologyin either a commercial, academic or volunteer

capacityin the region an opportunity to ex@nge news and
views and dissemina information. The followingnotes
summaise some of the items covered at thenemeeting.

YARFF. Due to staff cuts, there is no officer within North
Yorkshire to further the Yorkshire Archaeological
Research Frameworka plan setting out therchaeological
research goals for Yorkshire)

Storage Dave Marchan{ERYCC) reported the proposed

gas storage projectat Aldborough, geophysics on
Beverl eyds Swi ne mecavatikneorke |
at Pocklington Airfield andat Pollington

At Moot Hill, Driffield, damage cawesl by a developer to a
scheduled site was being considered by English Heritage
with the possibility of a prosecutiot a quarry site at
Catwick HAP (HumberField Archaeology)had revealed
post settings for a rectangular buildieg5m x 3m with
Beaker pttery, also a post alignment.

It was reported thathe Flixborough publication would be
ready soon

Goole repository was not suitable. There was somdPudgleby Howe- Terry Manby reported that Alex Gibson

discussionregardingthe closure of some archaeological
units due to the finanal situationand thesubsequent

of Bradford University was undertaking a five week
excavation to section the enclosure ditch agdleby. The

question of who would pay for archive and finds storagePrehistoric Research Section of YAS had arranged a visit

for jobs in progressin such casedt was agreed that the

later in the month.

profession as a whole needs to deal with storage/archivin§Excavationof the main ditch hasubsequently produced

issues at a higher levelhe questioralso aros®f whether
some pre-accession selection, particularly of ceramic
building materias, which take up a large amount of space,
should take place This again needs a wider policy
decisionat a higher level.

Sword Replica. A replica of the South Caveon Age
sword is being madand is almost ready.

Lecturesi Bar bar a historyg basesl le@wse series
had been very popular with some evenings sut

Chris Fenton-Thomas (On-Site Archaeology) reported
on the launch of the Sewerby Cottage Farmlipation
(see enclosed flyerA copy of this publication was kindly
donated to ERAS by Chris and will be kept in the
University of
publication from theMelton A63 site would be out by
Sepember oiOctober.

Not much current excavation workwas happening as
several building projectshad beenput on hold by
developers

Gail Hamma (NAA) i reportedtwo Bronze Age barrows

ive antler picks which will be used for radiocarbon
dating.)

Heslerton Pottery i Terry reportedsome unusuacomb
decorated beaker bowls amongst the pottery wees
working on from Do mi ni c P o sitéselsarigea n d
deposits of clayvere presentgossibly indicative of a small
building or a kilr?

YAJ T Terryr eported that I
soon ad had been producdxy Maneys this time.

ast ye

Alan Williamson i reported the death of Charlie Mason
earlier in the year (see obituary on page 4).

DMV Wesite i Helen Fenwick (University of Hull)

IHwas estiinated Bhat dhe L'EPB'EG ab9u.t 6@pplications, many with PhDdpr a

temprary post, funded by the Maice Beresford bequest,
in the History Department. Steve Clarke had been
appointedto the post which involved setting upwaebsite
containing information on all English deserted village sites.
The surprisingly large number of apgdtions emphasized
the major problem with availability of work in the
profession in the current economic downturn.

and Roman artefacts found on their pipeline excavation (six

month ongoing project). The A1l idening project is
producing Prehistoric and Roman material.

MAP is currently working on thesite of a proposed
anaerobic digester at Kirkburn.

Dave Evans(HAP) 1 giving an overviewreportedwork in
the regionwas starting to increase again, mainly lamge

scale pipeline and industrial sites, including the Whitehills
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LOCAL ARCHAEOLOGY FOR BEGINNERKILNSEA & EASINGTONM

For a beginner trying to understand how features show irshow up as darker more soily features against the greyish
section view and in plan vievg goodplace to visitin E. brown clay(Fig. 3). Viewing such a feature only gection
Yorkshire is the coastbetween Easington and Kilnsea as opposed to iplan, ie from above, it would be difficult
wherewind and searesion hae exaggeratedhe normal  to tell whether it was a continuous ditch or simply a pit.
weatheringate,resuling in dramatically obvious features.  Trying to work out the angle at which ditch lies in
relation to the cliff faca&an be interesting and Fig 3 the
Walking southalong the beach from Easington Lane end, relatively square cut shape of the central feature might
towards Kilnsea and looking up at the tliface the seem to indicate it is gpoximately at a right angl® the
majority of what you see is glacially deposited claigh coast, whereas thmore amorphouslark feature showing
stones(erratics) including ndules offlint, carried by the to the right, could be a ditch coming in at an oblique angle
movement of glaciers. Within the brown/grey marbled faceto the coastwith its cut profile less distinct.
of the clay, here are sometimes alignments of small stones
which can be followed for several metreand which
representsome sort ofpause eventor surface within the
deposition process, but manmade features artefacts
would not be expectedithin this face It is only towards
the top of the cliff, just below the tueind dark brown soil
horizon that archaeological features occur, although ther¢
are exceptionsé

Army trenches S
Photo: R. Mackey

Exposed in section along this short stretch of cliff is
evidence of 28 century army activity, marked by spiral
iron stakesandchunks ofconaetesticking out of the cliff,

at a depth not normally acseslduringhumandomestic or
agriculturalactivity. In one place the compactedil base

of aWWII concrete blockhouse, built on the cliffp might
still be seen. Té blockhouse(Fig. 1) waswell known to
ERAS members on the 1990s Easington barrow dig, as w
passed idaily on the way back to our vehicleg/e could
passto either side of it, but due to erosion of the ¢lifthas
now tumbled upside down onto the beach beldis
visibility deperds on the changing pattern of deposition on
the beachand it is sometimes almost buri@elg. 2).

.l-:lg. 2

Sometimes if the beach level is high, it is possible to study
the infill of such features and look for ftilmes in the fill of
arubbish pit, the reeut edges of a ditgtayering indicating

the gradualiting up of a ditch or even pieces of pottery or
bone in the fill. Often the featus@retoo highto see such
getail,although binoculars can lzausefulaid.

Still following the coastand beyond the sand dunasyou
approach Kilnsea, with thgghly visible concretewar time
remainsin the distancethe compacted surface of thad
KilnseaLanecan be seen, stilroding awayalong with its
roadside ditchFascinatingly, the soft infill of the roadside
ditch has been washed away completely, leg@wvnly the
harder shell of the ditch cut into the natural cléig(4).

Fig. 1 ~ Photo: R. Mckey
Ditches

Older archaeological features, such as pi#ches or
gravesappeaiin the upper section of the cliff and generally Fig. 3 Photo: K. Dennett
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A Drowned Landscape

In Neolithic times,when the coast was several kilometres
to the easta wide valley known as Kilnsea Fleet curved

a northeasterly directiofirom the River Humbeacrosshe
base of theweninsulaThusmuch of what is now the beach
area, south of Easingtofay within this valley. The
Neolithic occupation site and Bronze Agbarrow
excavated by ERAS in this valley is still visible as a
reconstituted grassy mound at the thoend of the first
lagoon. The remains of woodlanth this ancientvalley,
before it was drowned by later skevel rise can sometimes
be seemearer the lowide line. In the clays exposed at low
tide, he erodedremains ofstake alignments (probably
fencing) of unknown date casometimesbe traced for
several metres, hwever, understanding the datirend
sequence of the clays exposed at the low tide lina is
complex andspecialistsubject

Fig. 4 Figu?é on old lane surfaempyitch t left Photo: K. Dennett

Rigg and Furrow

Close to this point, if conditions are rigimarrow, parallel
bandsof clay dout seven metres apart, and at an oblique
angle to the coast, can be seen peeping out of the Band (
5). These are the remains ofMedieval rigg and furrow
farming, the wider cultivation platforms having eroded
down leaving only a central ridge of clayey soil and the
furrows subsequently having been filled up completely by
eroded soil and thetne encroaching beach saf/idence

of relatively modern ploughing can also been,and is
againemphasised by the sand infill (Fig. 6).

Land drains

The beach, constanthadvancingand covering former

agricultural land, is littered with the debris of earlier
occupation, particularly athe low-water line. Curved

pieces ofbrick colouredland-drain are frequently present Se.a Bank

andnearKilnsea,where the clay subsoil is still battling for The remains of the old abandoned sea defence bank are

survival against the beach, the ends of the parallel lines of,etimes visible on the beacthowingas aslight, water
these ceramic land draimormally inserted betweeAl- o jinear feature,and as with many archaeological

60cmsdeepare visiblein section approximately 1015m  to4tres shows up better in morningewening light and in
apart. The factthat nearer to Easingtosuchland drains damp conditions.
are also visible in the upper part of the cfifice ie at a

much higher level gives a clue to tehape of arearlier |t js ajways interesting to walk along this stretch of coast as
landscape. the cliff is constantly showing a freshly eroded surface and
the repeated scouring anddeposition of the beach sand
means different features are egpdaccording to weather
conditions. Occasionally the remains of barrplenges or
- burials might appear on the beathyou find anything of

- T e interest let the SMR or ERAS knoybut try to record its
exact position in relation tseveralfixed, aligned points
on the horizon, athe featuremight have tappeared after
the next tide.If you can record byGPS, all the better

although coverage is not perfect on the Holderness coast.
K. Dennett

Photo: R. Mackey
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